Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 SANTIA 06664 130224Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 NSCE-00 
SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-07 L-03 
NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 AID-05 JUSE-00 
FBIE-00 SY-05 /065 W 

012538 130227Z/65 

OR 130135ZAUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6056 
INFO AMEMBASSY ASUNCION 
AMEMBASSY RASILIA 
AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
AMEMBASSY L PAZ 
AMEMBASSY LIMA 
AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO 

CONFIDENTIAL SANTIAGO 6664 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-2 
TAGS: PINT SHUM OTRA Cl 

SUBJECT: GOC OFFICIALS COMMENT ON CHANGES IN DINA: CREATION OF 
CNI 

REF: STANTIAGO 6642 

1 . ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN AND I MET FIRST WITH INTERIOR 
MINISTER BENAVIDES AND THEN WITH PRESIDENT PINOCHET THIS 
AFTERNOON. DURING THE DISCUSSIONS, WE SOUGHT CLARIFICATION 
OF THE DETAILS OF THE ABOLITION OF DINA. 

2. INTERIOR MINISTER BENAVIDES SAID THAT THE NEWLY CREATED 
CNI (NATIONAL INFORMATION CENTER) WOULD BE A DEPENDENCY OF 
THE INTERIOR MINISTRY AND WOULD NOT RPT NOT HAVE ARREST 
POWERS. HE CONFIRMED THIS FUNCTION WOULD BE TURNED OVER TO THE 
JUDICIAL POLICE ("INVESTIGACIONES DE 

CHILE "-(IC)) AND THE C ARABINIEROS . BOTH OF WHICH ARE UNDER 
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THE JURISDICTION OF THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. 

3. IN DISCUSSING OTHER MEASURES UNDER CONSIDERATION, 

PRESIDENT PINOCHET SAID THAT A FURTHER REDUCTION IN 
THE STATE OF SEIGE AND AN ALLEVIATION OF THE CURFEW 
WERE BEING STUDIED. 
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4. COMMENT: IN EFFECT, DINA WAS A POLITICAL POLICE 
FORCE OPERATING UNDER THE DIRECT CONTROL OF THE PRES- 
DENT. DINA PERSONNEL (ALTHOUGH REDUCED FROM 3800 TO 2500) 

ARE SIMPLY BEING TRANSFERRED TO THE NEW AGENCY. IT IS 
SIGNIFICANT THAT THE NATIONAL INFORMATION CENTER WILL 
NOT HAVE ARREST POWERS. THERE IS RISK OF COURSE THAT CNI, SHOULD 
IT OPERATE ILLEGALLY, COULD BECOME FUNCTIONAL EQUIVALENT OF DINA. 
WE HAVE TO WAIT AND SEE, AND HOW CARBIBINEROS AND IC USE THEIR 
POWERS OF ARREST AND DETENTION REMAINS AN OPEN QUESTION. IN 
THE MEANTIME, USG PUBLIC REACTION SHOULD BE CAUTIOUSLY UP-BEAT, 

A STANCE ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN WILL ADOPT AT A PRESS CON- 
FERENCE TOMORROW WHEN THE SUBJECT COMES UP. 

BOYATT 
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